Addition & Subtraction of Rational Expressions Name

Honors Algebra 2
- Notes Section 8.5 (#9) Hour Date

Lesson Objective: Students will be able to add & subtract rational expressions.

Warm Up: Complete the following problems without a calculator.

Key Ideas:
Adding or Subtracting with Like (common) Denominators

e To add (or subtract) rational expressions with LIKE denominators, simply add (or
subtract) the numerators, and place over the common denominator.
e Always write resultant fraction i§)simplified form if possible.
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Adding or Subtracting with Unlike (different) Denominators

e To add (or subtract) rational expressions with DIFFERENT denominators, first rewrite
each fraction with a common denominator. Then snmply add (or subtract) the
numerators, and place over the common denominator. -/
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e The best practice to finding a commorq@}jenominétor is to find the LCM (least common

multiple of the denominators). This helps minimize the effort needed to reduce the
resultant fraction.
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Ex. 1] Perform the indicated operation and simplify.
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#9 Homework:
Pg. 586-588

(4-8, 17-23, 28)

Pg. 605
(19-22)
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